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Bold print indicates a unison reading 

PRELUDE  Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah               John Hughes   

   arr. David Paxton 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  
We light this candle today to recognize that God’s light shines in our darkest hour. 

OPENING HYMN#426   Blessed Assurance             Crosby/Knapp     

Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long; 

 this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

WELCOME                         Rev. Michael Droege 

CALL TO WORSHIP             Speaker: Anthony DiAndrea 

   Adapted from Matthew 11:28-30  

Come, all you who are weary and carrying heavy burdens, 

And God will give you rest. 

Let us follow God’s instruction. 

Our souls find rest in God’s grace. 

Dwell with us in this place, O Lord. 

Be present in our work and play here. 

Make this a sanctuary where hearts and lives are knit together, 

Where bonds of love are strengthened and where mercy is learned and 

practiced. 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

In this moment, Lord, we offer ourselves to you. We come with shouts of joy for the 

love you have bestowed upon us. We are grateful that you are benevolent. We come 

to be a part of your family in this place where you have gathered us to be. People of 

all kinds harmoniously sharing our lives together in your midst. Let us build your 

home together. 

In everything, God, we ask for your light to go before us. Illuminate the darkness so 

that we may follow your light forever as we are learning to be reflectors of your 

light. Amen. 

HYMN#497      Find Us Faithful               J. Mohr

O may all who come behind us find us faithful; may the fire of our devotion 

light their way. May the footprints that we leave lead them to believe, and the 

lives we live inspire them to obey. O may all who come behind us find us 

faithful. 

PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 

Lord our God, many of us never had it so good, and so we have become smug and 

self-satisfied, happy in our own little world. We have come to realize that we can 

never have what we truly need if we do not have you. 

Lord, have mercy on us. When we wander from the fold, we often find ourselves 

falling into the sins of the world that would try to keep us from you. We go on our 

own foolishly thinking we know when it is best to turn back, but the distance 

becomes further and further from you.  

Help us, Holy One, to come home. We long for your embrace of tender love and 

gentle mercy on our sin-filled lives. We want to share in your vision. We long to be 

reflectors of your light. Make us one with you through Christ, our redeemer. Amen. 



 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
One: Peace be with you 

All: And also with you 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Please respond with “Lord, hear our Prayer” 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth  

as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power  

and the glory forever. Amen 

GOSPEL READING                 Luke 16:19-31 

“Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, 

enjoying himself in splendor every day. And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at 

his gate, covered with sores, and longing to be fed from the scraps which fell from 

the rich man’s table; not only that, the dogs also were coming and licking his sores. 

Now it happened that the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to 

Abraham’s arms; and the rich man also died and was buried. And in Hades he raised 

his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his arms. And 

he cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me and send Lazarus, so that 

he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in 

this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your life you received 

your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted 

here, and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm 

has been set, so that those who want to go over from here to you will not be able, nor 

will any people cross over from there to us.’ 



 

 

  

And he said, ‘Then I request of you, father, that you send him to my father’s 

house— for I have five brothers—in order that he may warn them, so that they will 

not come to this place of torment as well.’ But Abraham said, 

‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ But he said, ‘No, Father 

Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent!’ But he said 

to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded 

even if someone rises from the dead.’” 

ANTHEM                        Beautiful City                             Godspell 

S. Schwartz

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

praise him all creatures here below; praise him above, you heavenly host, 

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF GRATITUDE 

SCRIPTURE READING                     1 Timothy 6:6-19 

But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. 

For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it, 

either. If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. But those who 

want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap, and many foolish and harmful 

desires which plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a 

root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the 

faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, 

faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of 

the eternal life to which you were called, and for which you made the good 

confession in the presence of many witnesses. I direct you in the presence of God, 

who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession 

before Pontius Pilate, that you keep the commandment without fault or reproach 

until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which He will bring about at the 

proper time— 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 

who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no 

one has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen. Instruct 

those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to set their hope on 

the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to 

enjoy. Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and 

ready to share, storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the 

future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life. 

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, Amen. 

A WORD WITH CHILDREN 

SERMON     Planting Trees So Others Will Have Shade 

       Rev. Michael Droege 

ANTHEM  Believe For It      C. Winans, D. Hill,

K. Lee, M. Wong

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE               This Is My Father’s World          F. Sheppard    
arr.  John Purifoy 



Pastor Michael will be on leave for the month of September.  

Our seminary intern, Matthew May will be available at 304-290-4534. 

You may also call the office at 908-755-5020 or email 

admin@wilsonmemorialchurch.org for any pastoral concerns.  

Rev. Michael Droege, Pastor 

Timothy Walton, Director of Music & Worship Arts 

Matthew May, Seminary Intern 

Roberta Smith, Accompanist 

Pam Cox, Bell Choir Director 

Jacob Feldman, A/V Specialist 

Tina Kelly, Administrator 

Harold Kreis, Sexton 

The Rev. Barbara Peters, Pastor Emerita 

How to Support the Work of Wilson Memorial Church 

In Service: You are invited to place your offerings in the plate at the 

back of the Sanctuary. 

By Mail: Gifts can be sent to the office at: 

7 Valley Road 

Watchung, NJ 07069 

Online: Use our secure giving portal by clicking the “Giving” link on our 

website; www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org 

Text-to-Give: Text WILSONCHURCH to (908) 460-8818 and follow the setup 

prompts for your first time. Once set up, you can simply text the gift amount to 

the above number. 



CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Building Improvement Fund: Our building has growing needs. You can read 

more about them on our website.  

Flower Ministry: If you would like to honor a special someone, or occasion, 

please consider supplying flowers for a future service. Contact the office for 

assistance.  

For Prayer:  Jim Musacchio, The mother of Carolyn Musacchio, The family and 

friends of Carol Droege, Prayers for Peace in Places of War. 

Join us for a special brunch after Worship 
Service today by our very own  

Chef Harold Kreis! 

Meditation 


